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Simplified Chinese:
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English:

My hometown is Zhanjiang. There are many local festivals in Zhanjiang. The biggest festival
here, for Chinese people, is of course the Chinese New Year. Zhanjiang has a special way to
celebrate the Chinese New Year which is called “Nianli”. In Hong Kong, there is a saying that
Winter Solstice Festival is more important than the Chinese New Year, while in Zhanjiang, it is
Nianli that matters more. Nianli as a traditional way of celebrating the New Year is popular
not only in Zhanjiang, but also in West Guangdong, including Maoming, Wuchuan and other
places have similar celebration customs. Nianli's activities include “Qi Nianli"(the start), “Zheng
Nianli” (the middle) and “Wei Nianli” (the end). It has roots in tradition and represents some
beliefs which are associated with gods connected with the sea. It shows blessings and
expectations for the coming year. “Greeting the Gods” is an important part of Nianli. It involves



welcoming God into one's home at one's ancestral temple. The second event is the Piu Sik
parade. Some children wear theatrical costumes and a lot of makeup. They are on the float,
and they can't move around on it. They parade around the main streets of the city. Some
people pay them a courtesy or give money to the people on the parade for their efforts.
Another important thing is that they invite guests to their village or home for a big dinner.
The feast is rich. So when we talk about the Chinese New Year, we think of giving red
envelopes. But if a friend invites you to the village for dinner during Nianli, there is no need
to do it. Regarding Leizhou, which is my hometown, there is a local opera called Leiju. It is
similar to Yueju (Cantonese Opera), but the language is different. People specially invite

troupes who sing Leiju plays, and they usually perform in the village opera houses. The above
is the introduction of Nianli in Zhanjiang.



